
234 235

Just as “children should” 
according to the saying of  an earlier time 
“be seen and not heard,”

those who are not prepared to learn,
and who, therefore, cannot keep pace
with the enlightenment
of  today’s universal learning

remain, in effect, children
whose opinions should not be given “equal time” 
as they so often are
in the competition for the human mind.

Progressing cumulative knowledge—
and the wisdom that derives from a judicious use of  it—
far outweigh the pebbles of  ignorance
constantly being thrown on the scales of  democracy.

The sooner that generationally perpetuated ignorance is recognized 
as cultural immaturity, the sooner modern society will be able 
to reach its potential maturity.

These words do not reÿect an elitist mentality.

There is a clear demarcation
between intellectual arrogance
and intellectual responsibility. 

Those who perceive
the steady ascendance of  the human mind

in all its steps from utter ignorance and superstition
to today’s open-minded triumphs 
of  rationality and understanding

			   those who carry in their heads
			   the full weight of man’s universal mind

carry as well the responsibility to “throw their weight around.”

H
arry H

oltzm
an, left, and Piet M

ondrian. 

TIMELINE

N
O D

IN
O

SA
U

RS O
N tH

E A
RK



236 237

Born September 4, 1923, in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
eleventh and youngest child of  Harry L. and Pauline 
Sharfman Robbins, both of  whom had emigrated 
as small children with their respective parents from 
Ukraine to the United States. Grew up in the family 
home at 28 Howland Terrace in Worcester. His father 
established a brokerage þrm, H.L. Robbins & Co., 
while continuing to operate a downtown jewelry store 
with his wife.

Attended Midland Elementary School and Classical 
High School in Worcester. Worked as ofþce boy for 
his father and older brother at the brokerage þrm 
after high school classes, 1939–1941.

Attended University of  New Hampshire, Durham, 
where, following a year in engineering school, he 
transferred to liberal arts receiving a B.A. in English 
in 1945. In 1944, he established a squadron of  the 
Civil Air Patrol, U.S. Air Force Auxiliary, at the 
University of  New Hampshire.

During World War II, worked at a Defense Plant 
in 1943. Was a ÿight ofþcer and private pilot at the 
Worcester Airport in 1943 and 1944. His þrst writing 
job was as Aviation Editor of  the Worcester Gazette. 

Commissioned Lieutenant in the Civil Air Patrol 
(USAF Auxiliary), Worcester Squadron, in 1943. 
Entered Graduate School to study American History 
and Cultural Anthropology at the University of  
Michigan earning a Masters Degree in History in 
1949. (His uncle, Professor I.L. Sharfman, was 
Chairman of  the Department of  Economics at 
Michigan.) Left Ann Arbor to teach secondary school 
in the East for a year before receiving his degree.

Teacher at Atlantic Academy, Rye Beach, New 
Hampshire.

Served as a contributing Editor of  Transformation, a 
journal of  art, science and communication, published 
by art educator, Harry Holtzman.

Secondary School Teacher, U.S. Army Dependents’ 
School System for Germany at Bremerhaven and 
Nürnberg American High Schools.

After Massachusetts Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, 
Jr. facilitated Warren’s security clearance and 
appointment to his post in Germany with the State 
Department, he began work as a Career Ofþcer for 
the United States Information Agency, stationed at 
the American Embassy in Bonn, Germany.

Became a traveling lecturer in Education and Cultural 
Affairs for the U.S. High Commission to Germany.

Assigned the position of  Education Advisor, U.S. 
High Commission to Austria, American Embassy, 
Vienna. Actively participated in reestablishment 
of  the American Medical Society of  Vienna, an 
organization that, prior to World War II, had brought 
40,000 American doctors to Vienna for advanced 
medical studies. Served as Liaison Ofþcer to Austro-
American Institute of  Education and Austrian-
American Society. Co-founder of  Austrian chapter 
of  World Brotherhood (National Conference of  
Christians and Jews).

Editor, Erziehung/Kontinente, USIA-sponsored 
Austrian educational/cultural journal.
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First Lady, Eleonor Roosevelt, shaking hands with Robbins as a young man.




